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IN   THE   TROPICS   ALMOST   ANYTHING   WILL   DO   FOR   BUILDING   MATERIAL

This hut in the backwoods of the Dominican Republic is built amost entirely of banana leaves.
It looks as though a touch would knock it over, but the big leaves are tough in fibre and serve
at least to keep out tropical downpours. These peasants are but little affected by the modern

life of the capital and other cities.

HAITI AND  THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: FACTS AND FIGURES

The island of Hispamola is second largest in
the West Indies, 400 miles long and from 24 to
165 wide; it lies between Cuba and Puerto
Rico, with the Bahamas north and the Carib-
bean south. The western part (about one-
third) is occupied by the Republic of Haiti
and the remainder by the Dominican Republic.

HAITI (Republiquc d'Haiti)

Area, 10,204; estimated population, 3,000,000,
In 1934 United States, having occupied Haiti
since 1915, withdrew. The fiscal representative
was withdrawn in 1941. Under the constitution
adopted in 1935, a President is elected by the
people, from one of three candidates submitted
by the National Assembly, for 7 years. Depu-
ties to the Chamber are elected for 4 years by
popular vote; senators are appointed for 6 years,
partly by the President and partly by the depu-
ties. Deputies and senators must own real
property. Catholicism the dominant religion;
most of the clergy are French. Elementary
education free and nominally compulsory; 100,-
ooo pupils enrolled in 1,060 primary schools,
besides higher schools.

Haiti is agricultural, growing coffee, cacao,
sugar, tobacco, cotton; exports coffee (which
is the most important product), also goatskins,
cotton, cottonseed, logwood and extract, lignum-
vitae, cacao and honey. Chief imports: wheat
flour and other foodstuffs, cotton goods, soap,
petroleum products, iron and steel, machinery.
Manufactures include sugar, logwood and

cottonseed oil plants. Railway mileage (1941),
158, privately-owned; 1,500 miles of telegraph
wire; 1,200 miles of telephone cables. Highway
mileage (1941), 935- Chief towns: capital.
Port-au-Prince, 115,000; Cap Haitien, 12,000;
Aux Cayes, 11,875; Gonaives, 10,500; St. Marc,
8,000.          -                                             . .

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (Rcpublica Dominicans)

Estimated area, 19,332;, population (1942),
1,826,407. Under the Constitution of 1942, the
Congress consists of 2 houses elected for 5
years by direct popular vote; the President
and 8 ministers make up the Cabinet. Women
have been given the franchise. The American
official who supervised finance, including cus-
toms, was withdrawn in 1938. Catholicism the
state religion; other denominations " tolerated.
Education free and nominally compulsory;
school attendance (1944)1 210,602.

Agriculture most important and sugar the
chief crop; 512,000 metric tons produced in
1944. Raw sugar, cacao, unmanufactured to-
bacco, coffee, molasses, corn and placer goldt
chief exports in 1942. Forest products, lignum-
vitae and mahogany. 14 sugar "centrals." Rail-
way mileage (1944), 168, besides 637 miles on
large estates; highway mileage (1942), 2,300.
being extended; 1,034 miles of telegraph and
2,755 of telephone wire. Chief towns: capital.
Ciudad Trujillo, 71,297; Santiago de los Cabal-
leros, 33,319; San Pedro de Macoris, 18,899;
Puerto Plata, ii,J77-
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